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undertake to deliver and the latter to accept all the milk
supplied by the producers; accounts are made out on the
basis of the market price. It is claimed that on a balance
the producers receive 10 centimes more and the consumers
pay 5 centimes less than would have been the case in
private trade. Similar relations exist in Sweden and
Norway.
The relations which exist between the Danish Whole-
sale Society and the producers* co-operatives are worthy
of note. A convention which is renewed every year fixes
the quantity of grain which the producers are allowed to
sow. They are obliged to deliver this quantity to the
Wholesale Society, which, in return, is obliged to accept
delivery and may only supply producers' co-operatives
with seeds, while the latter may not deliver to other
merchants. As regards quality, the question is submitted,
where necessary, to a third party, deeply interested—that
is to say, the agriculturists themselves, through a com-
mittee elected by their own organisation. This committee
has a controlling voice over both co-operative societies.
The price is fixed from year to year by a mixed com-
mission formed from both societies. The agriculturists
receive, through their seed-supplying societies, an average
price over the whole year calculated annually, which is, in
the majority of cases, to their advantage.
In this case the producers of seeds and the "consumers*'
of seeds are both agriculturists, and the members of one
of the two organisations are in most cases also members of
the other. In the same way, dealing with the case of
the societies in Lorraine mentioned above, Gide has
calculated that the members of the consumers* societies
are agriculturists to the extent of about 80 per cent.; he
considers that the conflict between the interests of pro-
ducers and consumers is in this case transferred to the
bosom of the individual co-operator and is consequently
considerably softened* In our opinion such circumstances
rarely occur, for in the majority of cases the co-operator
who sells agricultural produce is not interested In its
price as a consumer because he supplies himself with the

